
APPENDIX 1

COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group PRIVATE held on 
Monday, 10 December 2018 at 10.00 am at Lillyhall Depot, Workington

PRESENT:

Mr K Hitchen (Chair)

Mr FI Morgan
Mr CP Turner
Mr CJ Whiteside

Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair)
Mr AW Wonnacott

Also in Attendance:-

Mr S Consterdine - Democratic Services Officer
Mr K Cosgrove - Highways Network Manager (Copeland)
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West)
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

147 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Barbour.

148 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the meeting 16 October 2018 be agreed as a 
correct record.

149 HIGHWAYS NETWORK MANAGERS REPORT

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) presented a report which provided 
members with an update on Highways Network matters over the last quarter.

Scheme Delivery 18/19 – Detailed were series of updates regarding work recently 
completed work currently ongoing and programmed work over the course of the 
next months.



Recently Completed & Ongoing Works
 Pre Surface Dressing Patching – U4062 Swallowhurst to Foldgate.
 Drainage Improvements - Bigrigg to Pallaflat. 
 Sea Defence Wall Repairs – Seascale. 
 Salt Bin & Heap Replenishment

Ongoing Works
 Pothole Repair Patching - Bookwell to Queens Drive 
 Pre Surface Dressing Patching – B5294 Frizington to Bowthorn 
 Pre Surface Dressing Patching – C4026 Birker Fell 
 Carriageway Repair Works - Birkby Road (Linbeck Badger Sett) 

November 

Programmed Works
 Drainage Works – Tudor Lodge, Lamplugh
 Pothole Patching Repair, Prior Drive, Cleator Moor
 Drainage Works - High Street, Cleator Moor
 Pre Surface Dressing Patching – High Dyonside to Stubbsgill
 Patching – Ginns to Kells

Routine Gully Maintenance – 

The short summary provided members of the Copeland Highways Working Group 
with an indication of programmed gully cleansing, including recent whereabouts and 
planned cleansing activities. 

Members would recall that at Local Committee on the 27th November 2018 the 
allocated revenue budget was currently forecasting a £27,000 overspend. As per 
the update in the report during Highways Working group in October we aim to 
saturate some of this overspend through aligning the frequency of inspections with 
asset priority.

Work was ongoing with regard to aligning gully maintenance with the Boroughs 
sweeping schedule. Live examples included the recent collaborative working prior to 
the forecast of heavy rainfall. This included sweeping to known problem areas such 
as High House Road, St Bees and Millom

The gully cleaning teams were currently progressing with Bransty, Mirehouse and 
Hillcrest Area

A question was asked if the gully cleaning was carried out on a set routine or were 
they targeted.

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) advised that work is ongoing with 
regard to assessing the frequency and areas that require cleansed to inform levels 
of funding allocated through the revenue budget next year. 



Planning Applications - Copeland –

Detailed below for Members were key planning applications that Local Officers were 
currently aware of. No major applications to the knowledge of the Highways Network 
Manager (Copeland) had been received since October 2018. A verbal update on 
each was provided to members during the meeting regarding each application.

Reference Proposal Location

4/18/2472 Outline application for 
residential development 
of up to 65 dwellings

Keekle Meadows, 
Cleator Moor

4/18/2279 Pre application for 
secondary access. 9 
dwellings

The Flosh, Cleator

It was also noted at the previous meeting that a map be made available noting 
current planning applications in the Borough. This would be presented to members 
by way of a short presentation.

The members discussed the idea of receiving details of planning applications 
awaiting decision, what’s approved but not implemented, and areas where further 
applications are anticipated on a regular basis.

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) gave details of current applications 
and suggested that if member’s had any particular queries with planning 
applications he was happy to discuss in detail separately.

It was suggested that an Infrastructure Working Group be set up with members and 
representatives of the Copeland District Council to give the ability of better co-
ordination on major planning applications that arise.

The Area Manager – Copeland advised that this would be considered and a 
proposal would be brought to a future meeting.

A595 Whitehaven Relief Road – Consultation Response 

Following a report tabled at Copeland Local Committee Members agreed to discuss 
the consultation response in detail at the Copeland Highways Working Group. The 
Highways Network Manager would also provide members with an update on issues 
likely to form part of the officer’s response.

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) advised that Cumbria County Councils 
response should be available shortly and would be circulated when received.

Infrastructure Planning – The purpose of the short update was to inform members 
regarding some of the strategic infrastructure planning matters.



Sellafield Ltd 

A briefing note for the Whitehaven Parking Strategy had been considered by 
Sellafield following a meeting late October where it was agreed that CCC would 
develop the governance for the project further which included the brief.

West Cumbria Mining (WCM) 

Paul Haggin (Manager Development Control and Countryside Management) 
provided members of Copeland Local Committee with an update regarding the 
WCM application.

Paul confirmed that an amended scheme proposed by WCM in April 2018 with a 
further meeting held to discuss outstanding drainage and ecology issues held with 
WCM and their consultants in October. 

A final revised planning was expected to be submitted by WCM in late November 
2018 for checking by CCC with further publicity and consultation planned for early 
December provided complete and satisfactory documentation had been received

NuGen.  

No major updates were available following the most recent update at Highways 
Working Group. 

NPIF North Shore Road Improvements – A verbal update was provided on the 
improvement scheme, this  included details of the Traffic Regulation Order approved 
at Local Committee on the 27th November and initial engagement sessions with 
BEC.

A further  update would be tabled to provide indicative timescales for the work.

It was suggested that an update on the NPIF North Shore Road Improvements at 
the next meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group in February 2019 would 
be welcomed.

Whitehaven Parking Strategy – A verbal update was be provided regarding the 
Whitehaven Parking Strategy by the Highways Network Manager.

It was suggested that an update on the Whitehaven Parking Strategy at the next 
meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group in February 2019 would be 
welcomed.

Draft 2019/2020 Devolved Highways Budget -  A verbal update was provided 
regarding 2019/2020 devolved budget subject to amendments made in light of the 
additional funding made available by Department for Transport.

RESOLVED, that members noted the report.



150 DFT ADDITIONAL FUNDING

The Highways Network Manager (Copeland) presented a report which provided 
members with an update on the additional £12m allocated to Cumbria County Council to 
support highways related improvements.

It was also an opportunity for Members to discuss the content of the report.

Members received a presentation regarding the additional funding allocated to 
Cumbria County Council to support highway related improvements.

The budget split provided Copeland Local Committee with an allocation of 
£844,000.

Key messages to note were at this stage all schemes identified must be deliverable 
by the end of March 2018.

The bulk of the schemes put forward for allocation had previously been identified 
through the normal asset management process. Therefore the highways team had 
accelerated most of the schemes identified for improvements in 19/20 which could 
be delivered this financial year.

RESOLVED, that members noted the report.

151 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT UPDATE

The Traffic Management Team Leader – West Area, presented a report to provide 
members with the background and updates on various traffic management matters 
in the Copeland area.

Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (Road Closures) – Since 1st January 2018, 
there had been a total of 213 Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders processed for 
the Copeland area.  

Copeland Speed Limit Review – Site assessments were now completed and 
proposals included Harras Moor, A5086 Lamplugh, Wilton, Drigg to Seascale and 
Haverigg.  Location plans detailing the proposals were included as Appendix 1 to 
the report.  Informal consultation on proposals was imminent.  

Millom TRO Review – Site assessments had taken place following a number of 
requests for changes to the traffic restrictions.  Proposals had been formed for 
locations throughout Millom and the surrounding area, and informal consultation is 
ongoing until 21st December. As part of this project, the opportunity had been taken 
to include a small number of proposals within other areas of Copeland.  

Road Safety Improvements – Officers were asked by Local Committee to 
investigate road safety improvements around specific areas of Copeland highlighted 
in the Network Review as areas of concern with unusually high volumes of traffic.  
These included: Beckermet village; B5345 Rothersyke to Whitehaven; B5295 



Keekle Terrace; C4003 Keekle to Moor Row; C4004 Ennerdale Bridge/Kirkland; 
and, C4004 Cold Fell. 

Officers had contracted Capita to consider the traffic data and collision statistics 
gathered as part of the Network Review and were tasked with designing suitable 
options for each of the six locations. These designs would be discussed with the 
relevant Local Member prior to wider consultation.

Inclusive Mobility – Works had been ordered and programmed to create improved 
accessible routes in Millom, Mirehouse and Egremont.  Works were expected to 
begin on 10th December on Greenbank Avenue, Whitehaven to assist a resident.

A5086 Cleator – Designs were being finalised to introduce traffic calmed areas 
along the A5086 between Wath Brow and its junction with Jacktrees Road.  Works 
consisted of improved road markings, including central hatching to visually narrow 
carriageway lanes.  Due to the nature of the work, it was expected to take place 
during March 2019.

RESOLVED, that members note the content of this report.

152 CRASH GROUP

The next meeting of the CRASH Group would be later in the week no updates were 
available.

The Traffic Management Team Leader (West) informed members that she would 
circulate updates on the CRASH Group on a monthly basis.

153 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 13 February 2019 at 10.00 am at the Lillyhall 
Depot, Workington.

The meeting ended at 12.55 pm


